Hon'ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh Commends Mission Navshakti for
Advancing Women Empowerment and Sustainable Livelihoods at Matra shakti
Conclave-2026, Ayodhya.

Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh (June 9-11 and 28, 2026):

ICAR-National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (ICAR-NBFGR), Lucknow, successfully
demonstrated a comprehensive model of women-centric livelihood development through its
UN-FAO recognized Mission Navshakti under the Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP). The
initiative culminated in state-level recognition during the Matra Shakti Conclave-2026, where
the Hon'ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh, Smt. Anandiben Patel, commended Mission Navshakti
as an exemplary model for women's empowerment and sustainable rural livelihoods.

Prior to the conclave, ICAR-NBFGR organized a three-day training and interaction programme
(9-11 June 2026) on ornamental fisheries, aquarium fabrication, and micro-entrepreneurship at
the Regional Institute of Rural Development (RIRD), Masaudha, Ayodhya, in collaboration
with DMMU-NRLM, RIRD, and the district administration. The programme was designed to
create sustainable livelihood opportunities for the Scheduled Caste community, particularly
women associated with Self-Help Groups (SHGs), through scientific interventions and
entrepreneurship development. More than 50 women participated in the capacity-building
programme and received hands-on training in ornamental fish farming, aquarium fabrication,
aquatic plant cultivation, fish breeding, enterprise development, packaging, storage, and
marketing.

During an interaction meeting held at Vikas Bhawan, Ayodhya, Mrs. Dhanalakshmi K. (IAS),
Director General, Uttar Pradesh Fisheries Department, highlighted ornamental fisheries as an
economically viable livelihood option capable of generating sustainable income for rural
women. Mr. Krishna Kumar Singh (IAS), Chief Development Officer, Ayodhya, assured
institutional support for developing market linkages through the National Rural Livelihood
Mission (NRLM), thereby facilitating commercialization of women-led enterprises.

Dr. Kajal Chakraborty, Director, ICAR-NBFGR, emphasized the importance of cluster-based
livelihood development and reiterated the Bureau's commitment to providing continuous
scientific and technical support under the SCSP programme. Dr. Poonam Jayant Singh, Senior
Scientist and SCSP Nodal Officer, elaborated on diverse income-generating opportunities
available through ornamental fisheries, aquarium entrepreneurship, and value-added livelihood
enterprises, encouraging participants to adopt entrepreneurship as a sustainable source of
income.

The practical training programme at RIRD included live demonstrations on ornamental fish
rearing, aquarium fabrication, enterprise planning, and aquatic biodiversity-based handicrafts
and jewellery. Successful entrepreneurs Ms. Poonam Devi and Ms. Sangeeta Devi shared their
entrepreneurial journeys, motivating participants to establish ornamental fisheries-based
enterprises. As part of the livelihood intervention, approximately 2,000 ornamental fish were
released into village ponds at Tulsi Tara Dadera, Masaudha, while solar kits and aquarium kits
were distributed to selected beneficiaries to facilitate enterprise establishment at the household
level.

On 11 June 2026, participants visited the High-Tech Fisheries and Farmer Knowledge Centre,
Dhankutti, Barabanki, where they observed modern facilities for ornamental fish collection,



breeding, incubation, seed production, and distribution. The exposure visit enabled women to
interact directly with successful entrepreneurs and gain practical insights into enterprise
management, production technologies, value-chain development, and marketing strategies,
thereby bridging the gap between scientific innovation and field-level adoption.

The impact of Mission Navshakti was subsequently showcased before the Hon'ble Governor
during the Matra Shakti Conclave-2026, organized on 28 June 2026 at the Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium, Dr. Rammanohar Lohia Avadh University, Ayodhya. The conclave focused on
women's empowerment, health, education, self-reliance, and income generation. Addressing
the gathering, the Hon'ble Governor emphasized the importance of enhancing women's
participation in nation-building and highlighted issues related to maternal health, child
nutrition, immunization, cancer screening, HPV vaccination, digital awareness, and girls'
education in achieving the vision of Developed India-2047. During the programme, the Health
Department administered HPV vaccination to 200 adolescent girls and Pulse Polio drops to 10
children, while smartphones and appointment letters were distributed to Anganwadi workers
to strengthen grassroots service delivery.

One of the major highlights of the conclave was the presentation of Mission Navshakti by Dr.
Kajal Chakraborty, Director, ICAR-NBFGR. She presented the achievements, scientific
framework, and future roadmap of the initiative, demonstrating how rural women are being
empowered through technical training in ornamental fish farming, aquarium fabrication, fish
breeding, entrepreneurship development, input distribution, packaging, storage, and marketing.
She informed that nearly 570 women have already been trained under Mission Navshakti, many
of whom have successfully established livelihood enterprises, leading to significant
improvements in household income and socio-economic well-being.

Recognizing the success of the initiative, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed
between ICAR-NBFGR and the Chief Development Officer, Ayodhya, to strengthen
collaboration for women-led livelihood development, entrepreneurship promotion, and
economic empowerment. Appreciating the scientific and community-oriented approach of the
programme, the Hon'ble Governor described Mission Navshakti as an inspiring and replicable
model for women's empowerment and assured continued support for its expansion across the
state.

During the programme, Dr. Kajal Chakraborty and Dr. Poonam Jayant Singh were honoured
with Certificates of Appreciation by the Hon'ble Governor for their outstanding contribution to
women's empowerment and the successful implementation of Mission Navshakti. Matra shakti
conclave eminent dignitaries of Dr. Bijendra Singh, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Rammanohar Lohia
Avadh University; Shashank Tripathi, District Magistrate, Ayodhya; Smt. Roli Singh,
Chairperson, Zila Panchayat; Jayendra Kumar, Municipal Commissioner; Krishna Kumar
Singh, Chief Development Officer were present including ICAR-NBFGR SCSP team Nodal
Officer Dr. Poonam Jayant Singh, Dr. Ajey Pathak, Shri Ravi Kumar.

As part of SCSP outreach activities, [CAR-NBFGR also distributed educational kits to school
students during the Matra Shakti Conclave to promote quality education and encourage regular
school attendance among rural children. Outstanding individuals and Self-Help Groups were
felicitated for their contributions to community development. Smt. Laxmi Kanojia of Saraswati
Self-Help Group and Smt. Preeti of Ganga Aajeevika Self-Help Group received ornamental
fish units to strengthen their livelihood enterprises.



Following the conclave, Dr. Kajal Chakraborty, Dr. Poonam Jayant Singh, Dr. Ajay
Pathak, Shri Ravi Kumar, Dr. Arpita Batta, Gayatri, Avinish Kumar Pankaj, Vishal
Rawat, Arvind Kumar, Smt. Poonam, and Smt. Sangeeta, who crafted an attractive Zardozi
fish memento, visited the Incubation Centre and Fish Collection Centre at Dhankutti
Village. The team inspected the fish breeding facilities and other infrastructure, appreciated
the commendable efforts of Dr. Suresh Kumar, from Hitech Fisheries the Centre In-charge,
and acknowledged the role of such innovative initiatives in strengthening women’s economic
empowerment and sustainable rural livelihoods.

ATIRITF SPledrold-2026, AT H ARG & FATFARUT Ud Hd Tolident Faehed
gd T FAaufFa H AT TeTUT, ITR YL SaRT TG

3T, 3 e (9-11 T 28 e, 2026)

HENTIRASET AT AT HATT U (HTSHTHR-TANTHNIHR), TS
CaRT 3eTgfad S 3Y-ASTAT (SCSP) & 3icdeld Falfeld HYeFd IS¢ W Ud Hiy
TS (UN-FAO) GaRT AIAT Ued "R Faerfaa” & AdHd & Agal-higd
JTSidehT faohrE T Ueh HAT TG YA HAISoT HBeldqdeh T fhar a1l 8
Ugel I T TR W [FAY ygarT d« 9red §é ST ATJRATFA Plederd-2026 & GNIeT
3R U FHI AANT TAqTel AAAT ST GeeoT A AT Faeried s Afgernsit
& FAFAHIVT TF T FTHT 3SR [T HT Teh 0N HseT Il §T
SHhI TGAT |

ATIRITFA Ploarold @ Yd, ITSHTIN-UASIUHNIR IR 9 § 11 5T, 2026 T &
AT fdehd HEATS (RIRD), HEIET, 31ATEAT H SITATAY-TAHRTATH (DMMU-
NRLM), 3SR d4T fSer 9ardeT & TgA9T & TAdel HAcET Ulelel, T RI#
AT va geA IeIfAar o e feadlia yidefor va darg SEsA e
forar arT| 59 FEHA FT 365 T IS dehellhl Ud 3cIfAdT [ & AT &
QAT Sid T, AUV 9T FgrdaT THEN (SHGs) & 31 Afgensit & fow
Td 3TeNTdedl & HaEX TARAT FAT AT| FR—SA H 50 F ’F Afgen3tt o T
forRT Tur 37% GoadY AET UTad, TaRgd @A, e diet fir @), aser
T




3T fua Ao o &7 3Afoa daig e%d J 3O U Acey fadmer fr
HAgTfigers AFN UAIed T &. MSVTH) F TGS FHcET UTeled ot JTHOT Afgemait
F fOU TR 3 3T s 9T Ueh cUdgiiies Ud JITHSRT TSlidel fdeeq
S| g€t AET A ARSRY, 3ear, A F5or FAR Fg (3n$ed) J IS¢
ITAOT 3TSNTAhT AT (NRLM) & #ARIH ¥ §ToR U (FAThe foldhel) faefad
HA & TEINTT FEANT 1 IMRard=T feam, fSa@ aAfger 3egf@ar ganrr d=nford
3CTAT & YGHRITAIUT &l Fordl Ao Fah |

ITEHTIR-TAS TGRSR FT f7¢2Mh 1. FToTel Tshddl of Foleed ITURT TSidehT
fashr Alse & Aged W FoT & §U THHTHN FIHHA F AN AT FaAmfeish
Td dehsllehl HEAET 39y Ha & fau g0 i gfdecyar ews| @@l aRss
deleleh Ud TEAETTEUT Alsel SR SI. I A S g o Helad AT Uleld,
TFARIA 3cTAAT dUT Hed HARId Taiifderr 3MUTRA 3¢gAT # 3versyr fafay
ITF-FoTel AT AT AT STAPRT TeTol T §T I T SeHAT T TR
AT F AT F T H 30 & fav aRka fma|

IRITSHRET H IRATIT GeTRe FTAGTOT FRIGH & 3ideld Folldel ASel grld,
TFaRae fAATr, Sega Astar AT qur sl sl f[fawar smaia geafed v
3meqyoT fAHOT 1 Folla yeder fohar Irar| el Ao Se@AA A go7d &t v
gAY Wl el A e ARl B Fgllerdl Wl FA §U GG T Foraer
HAEI IR 3egd U e & IR fhar| s & 3icdid smsiide
Hatel AT & dgd FAEIT scileh & Joldl ART &1 ATH & el H oIl
2,000 HoTTaEr ASTAT &1 el AT AT FAT TIAT IHATTIAT T Bef, T W
3¢TH TAT a1 & 3662T & HAleR fhe U9 teraRa#A fre faaRka #r 8|

11 SfeT, 2026 T FIATNAT A Uefepedl, SRTehT EU gT5-¢oh helisT Td B wAlersf
X 1 HAUT [T, T8 3ogial HATAET ASTAAT & HIAGUT, Tolelel, SeAFgaIeT, sl
3cUlesl Td faeRoT T 3mefes Giaunsi o Haciiehel fhar| @ veFader fafsie &
aNTeT A3 A Fhel 3GTTAAT ¥ YT Halg TS Y 36IHA Jawsd, Scdrcet
cTeheiteh, Hod H@ell fah Td Ao RNl & saragiRer Sieiehdy gree &,




@ e JarmR vd S TR W 386 Jd) haeadel & #eg $r gt 7
el H HETIAT &l

SHh 3UAA 28 ST, 2026 T 31, AHAIG oifgar raer faeafdezrer, smrear &
T fadepreie FHEIR & IS AT Phiekld-2026 H AT Aaricd
3YATSERT T GEJNARIOT AT AsAUTel & HHET fhar 1| Jg Piockold A3
& FATFARIT, Fareed, AT, HcATAINAT Td 3 Folel W Higd AT| 39l FarereT
A AT Toquel o fIhf@d #HRA-2047 & @&F &1 9iied g g AT H
A3 T FEHNAT Fglel T HEAIHAT W FoT &A1 TUT A FTIELY, STl IV,
EIhTehIuT, T ST, TEdrET ErehTent o, f3foieeT SaTeehar Td aTferenait & fuem s
Fecaqor It W ey IR RGam swa & e T femmer g@mr 200
fereRET T Tadidy deefler qam 10 Sai H JoH A H GO Yo & TS|
A E TS Hrdhi3 T FAEHS vd fagfed oF faka e o, fGwa
STHI TR W Qa3 v qoradr H A o A>T S Hebl

hieereld &l Teh FHE TehYUT ITSHITIR-UTIUHSIIINR T TAGereh ST, Srotel Hshaii
CaRT TR Fariid &I 3uclictrdl Ud $iasT h HRIGISTAT &I FEchoT Tl
gl garT & AT JAgufFa & aegdw @ arHior AT S adr A
vg fQuue &1 A ufRNeTor yea X 30 AR ST ST @7 &1 3ol
SRR &7 fof 319 T eemerer 570 Afgensit &I A Faeriad & 3ided gifard
foar ST gohr &, Od @ 3l ARG 3 Thodqas 3Ua Teliide e
3¢gA Tad feu g, fEd 39 aRaRe 3T vd aAfes-3nfds feafa &
3eATAT FUR E3

fART & T P T U HGHUIR-TASURSIAR T AL fashra 3ifasn,
AT & AL ARG ST 3MToiident A, 3CITHAT FadsT Ua 3Te FeafeFdeior
ed HEAWT AT A Fallel & 3¢a?T & Ush FHSIAT A9l (MoU) W §EAER fohw
T | FRIHH H JATTAR TT HHGTAH gfShIoT Hil Tl F U ATAAT JsadTer
o AR Fauidd # ARG & FATFIROT HT Teh WUMEIS Td JoAdcaliad



(Replicable) AISel SIAMT AT ACTR H 3HS TATAR 8 AT FgAWET & JTeard=t
e

HRIhHA & GRIeT 1. dlsTel Ushad Td 1. oA SThd T8 Pl AR & HATFcAehor
YT TR FAGRATFT & Tl Thdleadel H 3chse ANIETA g HAAT AsAUTel SaRT
WRITET-TT Yelel X HFATGA fhdT a1l ARG @ledold H ST, fSoien &8,
FHordict, 3T. AAAAGL Nfgar 3raer favafaearey; e Hardy, fSanfasr, srner;
A Ao e, 3rezed, [Sen Turid; s¥ivg $AR, TR AGFT; A1 Fs0T FAR g,
qCT fahrE RASRY, TUT ISHTIR-TANURSINR H vadeddt d7 & aAigd
SR 8. A S Gd T8E, 3. 39T UIesh Ud AT 39 AR Higd 3Helsh AUHAY
fafy 3ufeya w

AT Y SRl T [AEAR fafAfat & 3ded 3SEU3R-TadThe3R
CaRT AT ool & GRTeT faedTerdT faeaTfdat @i auraareT et i ggrar
¢ dur fafAa facey suftufa & fov dafoe et & faaRor o R amm|
aHcrds fah # 3chse ANIER ol dld eTiFddl Td T el HHgl
FFEATTAA T 9127 EEACH TG HEAAT GHg 1 AA ofa#dl hallfordr Jur afem
ST Fad TrIAT Heg A AN N T 3o1h ITSTahr 3eTAT T gg& T
e HIAeT HET SRSl el i S|

Shicdreld & 3URIT 1. HIoTol Tshddll, SI. GoAH ST &g, 1. 3o Irewh, A U $AR,
ST, 31an seer, s, Jfafer FAR dehar, faerel Tad, IRfdwe FAR, AAN go7H
T AAAT FAT, Sieglel 3ehSeh SHale AGel Ffd-fes & #Tor fomar an, o
Teishee! AH U grorgeRled deX Ud fther dhelareied dex &l 0T fovar| I &
HGCN Tolelel A3l Ud 3ed RS T3 1 fAdefor fhar aur grses
ftherlist & dheg YOI 1. A $AR & TIET JIrAT T JHT I gU Afgerait
& 3 FATFTUT T FAT AT ISR T AT ool H TH FAd€R
3R ST T AgcaquT iR S T@ifehd |
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